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federal idea (if not federalism strictly) so far from being contrary to the true
state is integrally bound up with it ; and no state can be successful which
treats itself as pure authority ruling over slaves. The state is to be con-
ceived not as power, but as freedom. The freedom alike of individuals
and still more of groups must be an essential fact, not a ' transient and
embarrassing phantom' created by the state for its own ends. The
following passage gives his notion :

To construct a satisfactory theory of the State, we moat be equipped with » psychology
that is realistic We mint deal with men as they are and desist from the seductive
temptation to deal with men as they would be, could they bat be induced to appreciate
the force of our ideas. For we are given variety and difference, as the basis of our
political system, and it is a world that takes account of them that we must plan.
Race, language, nationality, history, all these are barriers that make us understand
how fundamental are the natural limits to unity.

This is true. But Mr. Laski destroys better than he constructs. Many
have begun to see what the state is not. It is not so easy to get clear
what it is. This volume professes to be no more than an instalment.
Doubtless as time goes on Mr. Laski will develop still further the implica-
tions of group-personality. In this review it is not possible to criticize
adequately the political philosophy of the author. What is pertinent here
is the impact of historical inquiry on that theory of legal foundations
which, useful for a time, like the Divine Bight of Kings (one of its early
forms), is now largely obsolete. J. N. F.

In no. 12 of the Proceedings of the Royal Irith Academy, VoL X X X m (C.)
(Dublin: Hodges <fc Figgis, 1917), Mr. T. W. Westropp continues his account
of' Certain Typical Earthworks in County Limerick', the first instalment
of which was noticed ante, voL TTTJJ, p. 143. He also writes on ' The
Ancient Sanctuaries of Knockainey and Clogher' (voL xxxiv, no. 3).
These places seem undoubtedly to be religious sites connected with Irish
mythological and legendary literature. Such sites, marked by existing
earthworks, are more numerous in Ireland than is generally known or
suspected, while the wealth of the primitive literature of Ireland, associated
^s it generally is with definite recognizable sites, makes the country a
promising field for obtaining archaeological evidence bearing on her pre-
Christian religious observances. Professor B. A. S.' Macalister describes
a runic inscription which he discovered on a stone built into the wall
surrounding the cathedral precincts at Killaloe (no. 13). It reads (trans-
lated) ' Thorgnm raised this cross'. The stone appears to have formed
the dexter arm of the cross so raised. Curiously enough, considering the
long period of Scandinavian' occupation, this is the first runic inscription
on stone found on the mainland of Ireland. Tie only other runes hitherto
found in Ireland are three characters on a stone in the Blasquet Islands
and an inscription on ' a slip of silvered bronze' found ' in the earth of
a Norman motte, which seems to have been adapted from an older
tumulus'. Partly on palaeographical evidence and partly from historical
considerations, Dr. Macalister refers the new inscription to about the first
half of the eleventh century. Mr. E. C. B. Armstrong (no. 16) considers
it certain that bronze celts were manufactured in Ireland, but in
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to think that the art of alloying copper with tin was derived from Spain.
The archbishop of Dublin gives (no. 17) a transcript of a charter in the
British Museum (Add. MS. 4783, f. 28) by which King John confirmed
a testament of William Marshal, earl of Pembroke, making provision for
the performance of his vow to erect a Cistercian abbey in Ireland. This,
Dr. Bernard shows, refers to Tintern Minor, the ' monasteriunt de voto',
in County Wexford, and must be dated 3 December 1200, thus confirming
the date given in some Irish annals for the earl's perilous voyage to Ireland
when the vow was made. The actual foundation-charter can hardly be
dated before 1207. The provost of Trinity College, mainly from negative
evidence, comes to the unexpected conclusion that the ass, now univer-
sally used as a beast of burden in Ireland, was not so used before about
the year 1780 (no. 18). Mr. W. F. De Yismes Kane returns to the subject
of' The Black Fig's Dyke' (no. 19), an entrenchment believed to have
bounded the ancient kingdom of the Ulaid. Partly by actual remains,
but largely by traditional accounts and by place-names involving the terms
mic ' a pig' or sotmach 'a rampart', he traces the dyke in three lines,
tnnTVing perhaps three successive stages in the curtailment of the kingdom.
Lastly, we may note that the Bev. Patrick Power deals with the place-
names and antiquities of south-east Cork on the lines followed in his
Place-Nantes of the Decies, reviewed in these pages ante, voL TTTTJ. 415.

G. H.O.

The Nuom Archivio Veneto for last July (torn. xmiv. 1) contains
a brief notice of Count Carlo Cipolla, who died on 23 November 1916,
and a catalogue of his publications. Those who know him mainly for
his important books relative to the Venetian lands and Verona and Novalesa
will be surprised at the wide range over which his studies extended. The
list here printed comprises 427 works, large and small, not to speak of
more than four hundred reviews of bookB. The last volume which the
count published was the second part of his edition of the works of Ferreto
de' Ferreti, noticed in this Eeview in 1916 (voL xxxi. 181). M.

The late Captain L. J. Trotter's sketch of Indian history, A History
of India from the Earliest Times to the Present Day, first published in 1874
and revised by the author twenty-five years later, is a sound piece of
work, with a soreness of touch due to his intimate acquaintance with
the country and its peoples. A third edition has now been brought out
under the care of Archdeacon Hutton, who has continued the narrative
down to the imperial durbar of 1911 (London: Society for Promoting
Christian Knowledge, 1917). The antiquated woodcuts of the previous
editions have been replaced by twenty-two full-page illustrations, well
chosen and admirably produced; four historical maps have been added,
and the text has been set in a larger type. The result is a handsome
volume, fully worthy of its contents. N.
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